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Course overview and course website 

Basic computer 
Capacity measures. Moore’s law. Data storage devices. 
Operating systems, operating systems for mobile devices, programs, data files, software licenses, total cost of 
ownership, software naming. 
Windows versions and editions. Regional and language settings. Keyboard setting. 
Windows File system: viewing files’ extensions, files’ tree structure, disks, disks at UNIBZ, directories, absolute 
addresses, files, links. File operations: run, open, open with, copy, move, rename, delete, link, compress files, 
compress with password. File types and common extensions. 
File permissions, Users and groups, Authorizations. 
How to access UNIBZ network directories, how to reach unibz network disks from notebooks, from Windows 
and from Mac. 
UNIBZ network directories, virtualization, quota limit. 

Computer networks 
How to open tickets at UNIBZ. 
Sharing resources, server and client. Virtualization and VM. LAN, WAN and VPN. Bits per second and bytes per 
second. Ethernet, fast Ethernet and Gigaethernet cables and wireless speed. 
Communication programs: web browsers, mail clients, webmail, Posta Elettronica Certificata, VoIP and its 
costs, WhatsApp. 
Search engines: crawler, Google scoring system, keywords, AND/OR searches, using quotations, searching for 
images. 
Internet connections: ADSL, upload and download speeds, Internet cable, GPRS, UMTS, LTE, wireless 
connection, digital divide. 
Technical requirements of Italian law 196/2003 on privacy. 
Encryption, asymmetric encryption, digital signature, certification authority, keys expiration, temporal mark, 
comparison with handwritten signature. 
Passwords: what are the risks, legal obligations, suggestions, biometric and personal devices. 
Viruses: types, CryptoLocker, behavior, infection symptoms, user’s responsible behaviors. Anti-viruses: how do 
they work. 
Spam: advertisement, letters’ chains, frauds, phishing. Suggestions against phishing. Antispam. 
Navigation security: data interception and secure connection https. Denial of Service attack. Firewall. 
Backup: why doing backup, what to backup, where to copy the files, JBOD, RAID 0-1-10. 

Cryptocurrencies and blockchain technology  
Cryptography and document signing 
Bitcoin transactions, public and private key, blockchain, wallet, transaction example, privacy issues, the double-
spending problem, comparison with traditional transactions. 
Nakamoto’s article, block confirmation, proof-of-work, mining, competing chains, mining reward and total 
supply, fees, scaling problem 
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Ethereum, Monero, Bitcoin Cash, exchanges 
Social advantages, smart contracts, initial coin offering ICO, personal advantages, other blockchain applications 
Personal disadvantages, technical threats, social criticism. 

Excel 
Cells’ references, columns, rows, name box, formula bar, autocalculate, sheets tab. Selection of non-
rectangular areas.  
Multiple sheets: create, rename, color, move and copy, cell references across sheets. 
Numbers’ formats. Data types: values (general, number, currency, date, time, percentage), formulas, text. Cell 
format dialog box. Data entry and conversion: problems with dates and with percentages. 
Autofill, autoincrement. Copy, paste, paste value only. 
Importing tables from other programs: fixed fields, tab-delimited and character-delimited tables. 
Excel formulas: mathematical operations, relative cell references, absolute cell reference, partial absolute cell 
reference, formula dragging. Functions and help on functions. 
Mathematical functions: LOG, SQRT, EXP, LN, PI, ABS, ROUND, ROUNDDOWN, ROUNDUP, RAND, 
RANDBETWEEN, MAX, MIN, SUM, AVERAGE, conditional aggregations SUMIF, COUNTIF, AVERAGEIF. 
Logical functions: IF, NOT, AND *, OR +.  
Text functions: LEN, RIGHT, LEFT, CONCATENATE, REPT. 
Statistical functions: STDEV.S, VAR.S, NORM.DIST, NORM.INV. 
Goal seek. Scenario management. Assigning cell’s name. Sensitivity analysis with data table. Solver. 
Printing: preview, page setup, orientation and scaling, margins and centering, header and footer, printing area, 
rows and columns titles, gridlines, page order. 
Document types: xlsx, xls, csv, txt, pdf. Producing PDF files. 
Conditional formatting. 
Charts: chart wizard, selecting non-rectangular areas, changing data range and custom series, add and modify 
data, layout, style, location, plot area features. Axis features, legend, titles, labels, pie chart features. 
Chart types for 1 data series: column, bar, line, area, pie. Multiple data series: selecting non-rectangular areas, 
clustered and stacked column/bar/line/area, scatterplot, bubble. Difference between scatter plot and line plot. 
Selection of non-rectangular areas. Illustrations’ shapes: non transparent text box, arrow. 
Viewing: hiding and unhiding cells, freeze panes, comments. 
Removing hyperlinks, sorting tables, filtering tables, sheet protection. 
Pivot tables and Pivot charts. 
Analysis ToolPak installation for Excel 2007-2010. Statistics with Excel: descriptive statistics, building 
histograms of numerical variables. 

Data extraction with Microsoft Access 
What is Access, Access’ competitors. 
MyFarm database example, Northwind database example, database file locking and security, Northwind 
database overview. 
Tables: datasheet view, design view, field types (text, memo, number, currency, date/time, yes/no, OLE object, 
index, hyperlink). 
Query: what is a select query, create using wizard, design view, no-show option, sorting, criteria, criteria in And 
and Or, adding tables, adding fields, creating virtual fields, Expression Builder (DATE, DATEDIFF, YEAR, LOG, 
ABS, SQR, EXP, INT, LIKE, BETWEEN). How to save objects inside database. 
 

 


